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Ofice of Chief Counsel ' C o

Federal H ghway Administration
400 Seventh Street S. W
Washington, bD. C 20590

Dear M. Medalen:

As Leyislative Chairman for the National Towi ng and Recovery
Associ ation of Anerica, (TRAA), 1 would like to give you our
opinions and viewpoints on the leg-islation pending for entry
| evel conmercial motor vehicle drivers.

rhas legislation would have a drastic effect and inpact on the
tow truck driver and tow ng compani es across the United
St at es.

The Tcwing and Recovery Associations encourage and support
yood, quality, trained drivers and continued education
especially as it applies to safety for them and the notoring
public. we feel that in todays market the mjority of the
trucking conmpanies large or small are having to conmply with
safety courses, training, and experienced drivers before put-
tiny soneone in their vehicles. For trucking conpani es and
towi ng conpanies to be insured or to prevent them fromli a-
bility risk, the majority are looking to hire and enpl oyee
experi enced, qualified drivers.

The Voice of America’s Tow Truck Industry 93-/2-/A
FHWA DOCKETMC=7=2 1t I2n
PAGE__ES_._.OF-—Z—&




At this tine, we would not |like to see the Federal Governnent
become involved and nanaate training for entry |level CW
drivers. If the individual can pass the CDL test, which
requires a witten and behind the wheel road test, we feel
that is all the Federal Governnent should require and/ or
mandat e. Private industry will and should require on their
own that entry level CDL |icense hol ders have sone training
courses before hiring or putting these individuals behind the
wheel . In the long run, and near future, this problem should
resolve itself wthout Federal Legislation. The burden of
liability risk, becoming insurable, and cost of equi pnent
becones increasingly higher and difficult to deal with, which
al ready necessitates trained drivers. For training purposes,
the industry already has avenues in which they can utilize.
There are several good schools already in existance that the
trucking industry can and do take advantage of.

At this time, | would liketo thank you for your time and hope
you will consider our thoughts and concerns over this |egis-
lation. TRAA will be working and nonitoring this issue along
with the Anerican Truck Association, (ATA), as TRAA is one of
ATA's conference menbers. If you have any questions or we can
be of sonme assistance to your conmittee or group please do not
hesitate to contract nyself or the office of TRAA.  The Towi ng
and Recovery Association looks forward to working with you on
matters that involve the trucking and tow ng industry, should
the opportunity ari se.

Yours truly,

John d ass,

TRAA Legi sl ative Chairman
Morristown Auto Body

17 Martin Luther King Ave.
Morristown, New Jersey 07960
{201) 267-7665
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